Glycosylation of polyclonal and paraprotein IgG in multiple myeloma.
It has previously been shown that in multiple myeloma (MM) each IgG paraprotein exhibits a unique oligosaccharide profile. It has been assumed that this results from a clone specific glycosylation machinery. However, the abnormal physiological environment of the bone marrow in this disease may also affect normal plasma cells producing polyclonal IgG. We present data to show that this is so and that, in two cases, the oligosaccharide profile of the polyclonal IgG reflected that of the paraprotein from the same patient rather than that of normal polyclonal IgG.